
 

 

Dear National Coordinators,  

Dear Teachers and Students,  

In most of our countries amid lockdowns schools 
have been closed with teachers, students and 
their parents coping with online and distance 
learning for quite some time now – long enough 
for much anticipation along with some anxiety in 
view of planning and preparations for schools to 
reopen. It is a topic being reported and 
discussed in the media around the world, with 

countries preparing as best as possible for the gradual lifting of restrictions. 

We want to connect with you, our dear members, on this important issue and share information about 
current events, guidance and messages around the complexities of how and when to reopen schools. 

UNESCO held a webinar very recently on this very topic and in this issue of our newsletter we want to 
share experts’ and countries’ presentations. As our community is an important channel for voices from 
the ground, voices of teachers and students on how they are experiencing the current situation, ASPnet 
will orgnanize its very own webinar to offer a platform for your voices. The announcement and further 
details are also in this issue. 

I am also very happy that the International Centre for UNESCO ASPnet in China which we collaborate 
with closely gives us a message of encouragement and hope featuring here. 

Staying CONNECT-ed also means keeping up with what UNESCO is doing, so we are keeping you up to 
date with further information on what else UNESCO is doing, with regards to the reopening of schools, 
as well as other initiatives. 

It is great to see the level of solidarity among our ASPnet community, also demonstrated in the many 
messages of solidarity learners and teachers continue to send, and many new and very inspiring ones 
are again in this new issue.

Stay safe. Stay CONNECTed! 
Julie Saito, ASPnet International Coordinator  

 

“Connect students, make your home a common classroom” 

Message from Dr Xiaoxia Zhou, Director of the International Center for UNESCO ASPnet (ICUA) 

“It is time for us to come together in global solidarity not only to ensure that 
learning doesn’t stop, but to invest in the transformational power that education 

carries for individuals, communities and societies” 

read the full message here   Video   Biography 

 

Voices from the ASPnet community 

 

C O N N E C T 
 ASPnet Newsletter “Back to school?” - Issue 5, 4 May 2020 

Mongolia "My students are in the 12th grade, 
so they are extremely worried about taking the 
General Entrance Exam. I miss my students a 
lot and my students have also expressed their 
desire to return to school." Ankhtuya, teacher 
 

Iraq  “Our school has been closed, but our 
teacher created a channel on the Telegram 
app to send our homework and explain the 
lessons to us. It’s a good alternative, but I 
really miss going to school, our teachers and 
my friends."   Teeba, 14, student 

https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/julie-saito
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Documents/video-message-script-from-ICUA.pdf
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Pages/Director-ICUA.aspx
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/dr-xiaoxia-zhou


 

Report from UNESCO Webinar:  

“Back to school: Preparing and managing the reopening of schools”

As part of an ongoing series of webinars in the 
context of it’s COVID-19 Education Response, 
a webinar  “Back to school: Preparing and 
managing the reopening of schools” took 
place on 24 April 2020. Moderated by Mr. 
Chang, Guang-Chol, Chief of the Section of 
Education Policy, the webinar offered 
contributions including guidance for school 
reopenings from a global perspective, 
education planning as well as country 
contributions from Denmark, South Korea, 
Mexico and Sierra Leone.  Read the summary 
here  

A new Framework for Reopening Schools, 
issued jointly by UNESCO, UNICEF, the World 
Food Programme and the World Bank, was 
presented at the webinar by Mr Robert 

Jenkins, Chief of Education at UNICEF. The 
framework, just signed, provides  guidance on 
why, when and how to reopen learning 
establishments. More info   Framework 

The closing remarks were made by Ms Vibeke 
Jensen,  the Director of the Division for Peace 
and Sustainable Development at UNESCO, of 
which ASPnet is part. 

 “It is important to take 
small, careful and 

gradual steps, 
evaluating safety and 
effectiveness before 
moving to the next” 

Read the full text here  Biography 

 

A number of documents are available relevant to the UNESCO webinar “Back to school: Preparing 
and managing reopening of schools”  webinar site Presentations      Report  

The UNESCO Education Sector issued the Official Note: UNESCO COVID-19 Education Response, 
Education Sector Issue Note 7.1, April 2020 on School reopening Find the document here  

The UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning has a series of COVID-19 briefs, 
including this one on the reopening of schools: IIEP-UNESCO’s COVID-19 response brief: Prepare for 
School Reopening Find the document here 

 

Other initiatives 

Join the UNESCO Online Masterclass series on 
countering Racism and Discrimination (in 
French) aiming to provide tools to students to 
become youth champions in their schools and 
communities 

Launch of Earth School – Call for action: A 
coalition of over fifty environmental and 
education experts launched The Earth School: 
30 adventures for learners of all ages to 
discover, celebrate, and connect to nature, 
under the guidance of TED-Ed and UNEP to 

provide lessons for students at all levels. Earth 
School web page Media tool kit  

 “My Hero is you, Storybook for Children on 
COVID-19” is a storybook for children 
developed by the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee Reference Group on Mental 
Health and Psychosocial Support in Emergency 
Settings  (IASC MHPSS RG) and is available 
already in over 25 languages.   

Further information Read the book here 

 

Around ASPnet 

UNESCO’s International Institue for Information Technologies in Education (IITE) in cooperation with 
ASPnet in the Russian Federation and in partnership with the Commission of the Russian Federation 
for UNESCO organized the webinar “School education during the pandemic outbreak: digital 
technology potentials”, aimed to present best practices of the use of advanced technologies’ 
potential for supporting school education during the COVID-19 outbreak. more info  
s

https://en.unesco.org/news/back-school-preparing-and-managing-reopening-schools
https://en.unesco.org/news/back-school-preparing-and-managing-reopening-schools
https://en.unesco.org/news/back-school-preparing-and-managing-reopening-schools
file:///C:/Users/m_seto/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/E13G5PDD/Framework%20for%20Reopening%20Schools_APRIL27.pdf
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/message-vibeke-jensen
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Pages/Vibeke-Jensen-biography.aspx
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/webinars
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/webinars
https://en.unesco.org/events/back-school-preparing-and-managing-reopening-schools-covid-19-education-webinar-6
https://unesco.sharepoint.com/sites/Education/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FEducation%2FShared%20Documents%2FCOVID%2D19%20crisis%2FCovid%2D19%20ED%20webinars%2F2020%5F04%5F25%20%2D%20Webinar6%20%2D%20Back%20to%20school%20%2D%20Preparing%20and%20managing%20reopening%20of%20schools%2FWebinar%2D6%2DSpeakers%20presentations%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FEducation%2FShared%20Documents%2FCOVID%2D19%20crisis%2FCovid%2D19%20ED%20webinars%2F2020%5F04%5F25%20%2D%20Webinar6%20%2D%20Back%20to%20school%20%2D%20Preparing%20and%20managing%20reopening%20of%20schools&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmVzY28uc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3MvRWR1Y2F0aW9uL0VjMTAyeFFSV2VoQ3Q4NTVEUjdBTlI4Qndxb2w2VVI0dGRmUXZQRGs5X1FDYWc_cnRpbWU9bkh0SFAyYm8xMGc
https://en.unesco.org/news/back-school-preparing-and-managing-reopening-schools
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373275
file:///C:/Users/m_seto/Desktop/Melanie%20Seto/ASPnet/ASPnet%20newsletter/ASPnet%20newsletter%20-%20issue%205/IIEP%20COVID%20response%20briefs%20-%20school%20reopening.pdf
https://fr.unesco.org/themes/fostering-rights-inclusion/masterclass
https://fr.unesco.org/themes/fostering-rights-inclusion/masterclass
https://en.unesco.org/news/earth-school-launched-keep-students-connected-nature-time-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/earth-school-launched-keep-students-connected-nature-time-covid-19
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iHWbf6yknDHNSjDeizMT2MzTRXaIx2-nVNL40xbh40M/edit?ts=5e9e1256
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/My%20Hero%20is%20You%2C%20Storybook%20for%20Children%20on%20COVID-19.pdf
https://iite.unesco.org/news/unesco-iite-webinar-on-school-education-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/


 

Messages of Solidarity 

We would like to share some messages of solidarity from students, teachers and national 
coordinators during this pandemic. Please click on the link below to watch and read inspiring 
messages of solidarity! 

 

France - Jean-Marc, Secondary School Teacher 
(in French) 

Mexico – Giselle and Gustavo, adult learners  

Nigeria – Aisa, student 

India – Arnav, student, age 5 

China -  the experimental High School 
attached to Beijing Normal 
University with two videos: 

“One day of my learning life during the 

epidemic”, Duo Xu, student 

“The Diary of Class”, Si Gao, teacher  

View these and many more testimonies on #LearningNeverStops 

 

Meet ASPnet team member Helene Darne 

Watch her video message here  

Message text  

Biography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ASPnet Team 

Julie Saito, Fouzia Belhami, Melanie Seto, Katja Anger, Simon Wanda, Helene Darne, Kangni Chen, Erik 
Eschweiler, Alba Moral Foster  

Get connected: https://aspnet.unesco.org   Contact us: aspnetinaction@unesco.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENT:  

ASPnet Global webinar on “COVID-19 -  Reflections by the ASP community” 

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a series of challenges that make  us rethink the teaching and 
learning during and after this crisis. In this regard, UNESCO ASPnet International Coordination 
Team will organise the first global webinar on 12 May 2020 at 2pm Paris time, to hear the voices 
of Teachers, Students and Parents  in collaboration with  the Institute for Information Technologies 
in Education (IITE). You are all invited to participate, to raise questions and make interventions. 
The main language spoken during the webinar will be English, but you can share questions and 
comments via chat in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. 

See more info here  Register 

We encourage you to send us your messages of solidarity in words, pictures, videos and art works.   
Your experiences and innovative ways to learn, out of schools and within your families, can contribute to build and 

strengthen our network. 

Please send to aspnetinaction@unesco.org and attach the consent form. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EetMNQfdugs
https://youtu.be/84R1d-Ji9eQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3x4uCrUOBM&list=PLWuYED1WVJINNwvkHWOjQWz5oS6z1yIVE&index=49
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NCn-dIzCgo&list=PLWuYED1WVJINNwvkHWOjQWz5oS6z1yIVE&index=28
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Videos/Forms/Video/videoplayerpage.aspx?ID=158&FolderCTID=0x0120D520A80800F7192E980423CE40A0369BF7CAEB1979&List=e9525d36-375a-4422-978b-ff9f68b11dc5&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Dus%2FVideos%2FOne%20Day%20of%20my%20learning%20life%20during%20the%20epidemic%2FAdditional%20Content&RecSrc=%2Fen%2Dus%2FVideos%2FOne%20Day%20of%20my%20learning%20life%20during%20the%20epidemic
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Videos/Forms/Video/videoplayerpage.aspx?ID=158&FolderCTID=0x0120D520A80800F7192E980423CE40A0369BF7CAEB1979&List=e9525d36-375a-4422-978b-ff9f68b11dc5&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Dus%2FVideos%2FOne%20Day%20of%20my%20learning%20life%20during%20the%20epidemic%2FAdditional%20Content&RecSrc=%2Fen%2Dus%2FVideos%2FOne%20Day%20of%20my%20learning%20life%20during%20the%20epidemic
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Videos/Forms/Video/videoplayerpage.aspx?ID=168&FolderCTID=0x0120D520A80800F7192E980423CE40A0369BF7CAEB1979&List=e9525d36-375a-4422-978b-ff9f68b11dc5&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Dus%2FVideos%2FThe%20diary%20of%20Class%205%2FAdditional%20Content&RecSrc=%2Fen%2Dus%2FVideos%2FThe%20diary%20of%20Class%205
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/learningneverstops
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Pages/Video-Message-Helene-Darne.aspx
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/video-message-helene-darne
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Pages/Helene-Darne-.aspx
https://aspnet.unesco.orgc/
mailto:aspnetinaction@unesco.org
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/aspnet-webinar
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Uq5PHbM5-kuwswIpVrERlBabqaRo82ZHoyzVzRa9qP5UOVBaUEg0OURBMkNOOE5WQVZZVEFTVEtGTS4u
mailto:aspnetinaction@unesco.org
https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us/Documents/CessionRights-EN_doc.pdf

